I
n October 2004, the American Association of Colleges of Nursing (AACN) approved a recommendation for the adoption of the Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP) as the appropriate level of education for advanced practice in nursing (Brown-Benedict, 2008) . The target date for implementation of the DNP as the minimum practice level degree for advanced practice nurses is 2015.
Significant debate and published position statements, in addition to ongoing concerns subsequent to the 2004 recommendation, are found consistently throughout current nursing literature (Brown-Benedict, 2008) . The majority of debate focuses on both the perceived necessity for the degree and its impact on advanced nursing practice (Waxman, 2010; Brar, Boschma, & McCuaig, 2010; Fulton & Lyon, 2005; Mundinger, 2005; Chism, 2009; Edwardson, 2010) . Individual state board recognition and scope of practice continue to be additional issues for debate, but programs to prepare advanced practitioners with a DNP are now in place at many major universities.
The purpose of this article is (1) to provide the reader with the resources to access current information regarding this initiative, available through the AACN and (2) to communicate information regarding available DNP programs, with an eye toward comparison between programs (institution, learning format, cost, and credit requirements).
The AACN website contains a section that provides an exhaustive amount of information on the DNP-from frequently asked questions to a list of talking points to slide presentations given at recent meetings. This section contains current information behind both the catalyst for the recommendation and the ongoing development of programs and support of organizations pertaining to the DNP.
In 2006, a group called Doctors of Nursing Practice (www. doctorsofnursingpractice.org) was formed by a cohort of DNP students from the University of Tennessee Health Science Center, College of Nursing. This group's website provides information for DNP students, graduates, and those with an interest in pursuing the degree. The Doctors of Nursing Practice website also provides an extensive bibliography on the development and growth of the DNP as a terminal nursing degree for advanced practice nurses.
More than 135 DNP programs are currently in existence throughout the US, with more programs planned for the future. 
